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Beschreibung:
Description:
Political communication is a central topic in communication and political science research, while
automated text analysis is gaining popularity as a method in the social sciences. The course will
combine both and familiarize students with central concepts of political communication and show how
these concepts can be studied using different approaches of automated text analysis.
First, a session will be dedicated to a topic of political communication (e.g., media coverage of elections,
populism, the public sphere, or negativity). Existing empirical research will be discussed on the basis of
short student presentations. The subsequent session will focus on methods of automated text analysis
that can be utilized to capture the concept. Underlying theoretical assumptions will be discussed before
practical, hands-on exercises will be carried out using the open-source software R. The texts that will
provide the basis for the analyses will mainly be news stories and the students will also learn how to
navigate data bases such as LexisNexis. But also other data sources, such as parliamentary speeches,
party manifestos, and social media data will be examined.
A basic understanding and experience with empirical research is an important prerequisite for the
course attendance. Therefore, students should ideally have attended the M5 and M6 modules. Previous
experience with the method of content analysis and R is desirable, but no requirement.
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